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Co-operative Identity, Principles and Values
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The pr1nc1ples anf Values are the distinctive elements of co- i

_operatiVe organizations and business. Already in 1844 (lamc'cy),
The Rochdale Pioneers, founders of the first cooperative in
history, had formulated a simple, clear set of principles, which
~assured the management of the organization for the benefit of its

e
members
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"T'he seven
cooperative

principles

Voluntary and open membership

Cooperatives are voluntary organizations, open to all persons able
to use their services and willing to accept the responsibilities of
membership, without gender, social, racial, political or religious
discrimination.

Democratic Memmber Control

Cooperatives are democratic organizations controlled by their
members, who actively participate in setting policies and making
decisions. The elected representatives are accountable to the
membership. In primary cooperatives, members have equal voting
rights (one member, one vote) and cooperatives at other levels are
organized in a democratic manner.

Members®’ Economic Participation

Members contribute equitably to, and democratically control, the
capital of their cooperative. This benefits members in proportion to
the business they conduct with the cooperative rather than on the
capital invested.

Auntonomy and Independence

Cooperatives are auntonomous, self-help organizations controlled by
their members. If they enter into agreements with other organizations,
inclhuding governments, or raise capital from external sources, they
do so on terms that ensure democratic control by their members and
maintain their cooperative autonomy.

Education, 'T'raining;
and Informmation

Cooperatives provide education and training
for their members, elected representatives,
managers and employees so they can contribute
effectively to the development of their
cooper—lu\'es. They inform the general public,
particularly young people and opinion leaders,
about the nature and benefits of cooperation.

Cooperation
Among Cooperatives

Cooperatives serve their members most
effectively and strengthen the cooperative
movement by working together through local,
national, regional and international structures.

Concern for Community

While focusing on member needs, cooperatives
work for the sustainable development of their
communities through policies accepted by their
members.

% Howard Electric Cooperative

A Fmclorme Encrgy” Conponmive 2a B¢

Hwy. 5 & 240 North = Fayette, MO 85248 - (880) 245-3311 =

howardalectric.com
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Voluntary and Open Membership

We are a voluntary organization, open to all people able to
use our services and willing to accept the responsibilities of

M membership, without gender, social, racial, political or
pl  religious discrimination. *

Live It/
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(Voluntary and Open Membership)
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(Democratic Member Control)


https://www.google.co.th/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=fFqaLi-xvPF0NM&tbnid=tCSFK8YZcgGEFM:&ved=&url=https://www.siouxempirefcu.org/about/the-co-op-spirit/&ei=ZrzBU4GVNJKl8AXBjYLgAw&bvm=bv.70810081,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNFPQjf1ckxlVcyzdmc5HUchVwLtSA&ust=1405292006924028
https://www.google.co.th/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=fFqaLi-xvPF0NM&tbnid=tCSFK8YZcgGEFM:&ved=&url=https://www.siouxempirefcu.org/about/the-co-op-spirit/&ei=ZrzBU4GVNJKl8AXBjYLgAw&bvm=bv.70810081,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNFPQjf1ckxlVcyzdmc5HUchVwLtSA&ust=1405292006924028

s PRINCIPLE #3
' ....‘ Members' Economic Participation

4
v

Members contribute equally to, and demoaatlcally control,
capital of our credit union. This benefits members inp
thebusinesstheymnductwrththecredntnm il
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(Member Economic Participation)
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(Autonomy and Independence)
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We provide edumhonandhainmgforour‘ members,

representatives, managers and employees < o they can contribute _.
effectively tothedevelopmentof heir credit union. Members RS
also ifrformthe general public about the nature and benefits of ~ [E S
credit unions.
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(Education, Trainings and Information)
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We serve our members most effectively and strengthen the
credit union movement by working together through local,

(OUPERATWE national, regional and international structures.
PRINCIPLES
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(Cooperation among Cooperatives)
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(Concern for Community)
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